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evening prayer services in the Protestant churches on a 
special Wednesday in August. The Federation also 
sent, on August 4, a telegram to "President Wilson ask- 
ing him to do all in his power to secure peace in Europe. 
In issuing the call, Mr. Eoot said : 

"We are asking all people who believe in humanity to 
join in this great petition, and we ask all, regardless of 
creed and color, to offer prayer for divine guidance in this 
momentous hour in the world's history, to pray to the great 
God of peace to avert war, - and to turn men back to the 
better way of peace." 

The Church Peace Union has issued a timely volume 
of 152 pages by Dr. Frederick Lynch, entitled 
"Through Europe on the Eve of the War," containing 
the record of his personal experiences and those of the 
delegates to the Church Peace Conference at Constance. 
It contains the only official account of the conference, 
and gives in appendices the list of delegates, the decla- 
ration of the American delegates, addresses by Dr. Sid- 
ney L. Gulick, Dr. Chas. S. MacFarland, and other 
documents of value. The book may be obtained free 
of charge through this office, or by addressing the 
Church Peace Union, 70 Fifth avenue, New York. 

THE DUTY OF PACIFISTS IN THE PRESENT CKISIS. 

Strong appeals have been issued by British pacifists 
declaring anew their position and urging the lovers of 
peace to do all in their power to influence the people 
and the government to restore peace speedily. Among 
those which have been received here are an especially 
excellent message from the religious Society of Friends, 
one from the National Peace Council, and also the 
Peace Society of London. The following statement has 
been sent out by the secretaries of four of the leading 
British peace organizations : 

The present resort by the powers of Europe to the 
fratricidal arbitrament of war is a lapse in civilization 
against which the pacifists in all nations must protest 
with an utter detestation. But this is not the time to 
discuss and apportion responsibility for the inhuman 
folly into which Europe has been led. 

At this time the pacifist has a duty to humanity and 
a duty to his country. 

To humanity he owes it to watch unceasingly for the 
first reasonable chance that may come to press upon 
the statesmen and peoples of the belligerent nations the 
acceptance of the mediation offered by the one great 
power not engaged in the struggle — the American Ee- 
public. 

To his country he owes, as a citizen, . duties which 
must not be shirked. Every support must be given to 
all national and local efforts to make provision for the 
many hundreds and thousands of wounded, to provide 
immediate help for those who were dependent upon the 
dead, and to arrange for employment and aid for those 
brought to destitution by the rise in the cost of food and 
the spread of unemployment. 

Every man and woman in the land is brought into 
the common trouble which war entails. It is the duty 
of all to give what help lies in their power to' lessen the 
misery which inevitably must come. 

War is a struggle of violence between States. We 



are not at war with individuals. We pacifists who have 
striven for years to promote Anglo-German understand- 
ing and international concord know how profoundly 
our efforts have been responded to by individual men 
and women of all lands. We appeal to all men and 
women of good will to show respect for and sympathy 
with the unfortunate subjects of Germany and Austria 
stranded in our midst; and this not merely because 
our own compatriots are in similar plight throughout 
Europe, but from higher motives of self-respect and an 
intelligent and generous humanity. 

Finally, pacifists have a most solemn duty to perform 
in promoting by every means in their power a spirit of 
national self-restraint and those more generous and 
humane sentiments so easily swamped by the cruel facts 
of war. For unless this be faithfully realized we, in 
common with the democracies of all Europe, cannot 
escape the blighting influence which inevitably follows 
for the nations which give free rein to the spirit of 
ruthlessness and the lust for victory born of the bar- 
barity of war. 

Carl Heath, 
Secretary of the National Peace Council. 

W. Evans Darby, 
Secretary of the Peace Society. 

F. Maddison, 
Secretary of the International Arbitra- 
tion League. 

J. Fredk. Green, 
Secretary of the International Arbitra- 
tion and Peace Association. 



Brief Peace Notes. 



. . . Urgent appeals are being made by the Ameri- 
can Bed Cross for speedy and generous contributions to. 
the war victims' relief fund. A Bed Cross ship has 
been fitted out with surgeons, nurses, and supplies, and 
sent to Europe to assist in caring for the men wounded 
in the horrible conflict. All countries will be aided im- 
partially, although donors may designate, if they desire, 
the country for which they wish their contributions 
used. Special request is being made through the press 
to the churches to let their collections on the day of 
prayer, October 4, go to this work. Moneys may be sent 
to the national Bed Cross headquarters in Washington, 
D. C, or to local Bed Cross treasurers. 

... It is announced by executive officials of the 
centenary committee that the celebration will be held as 
planned, in spite of the conditions in Europe. Neither 
the American nor the British governments have recog- 
nized the movement officially. The ceremonies will 
begin on Christmas Eve, the anniversary of the signing 
of the Treaty of Ghent. 

. . . American Minister Price and Senor Lefevre, sec- 
retary of foreign relations of Panama, signed on Sep- 
tember 2 an important treaty between this country and 
Panama, giving control of the waters of the harbors of 
Colon and Ancon to the United States. The treaty 
awaits ratification by the Senates of the two countries. 

. . . The evacuation of Vera Cruz by the United States 
forces was ordered by President Wilson on the 15th of 
September, the evacuation to be carried out as soon as 
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the proper arrangements can be made. In the state- 
ment issued from the White House it is said that the 
action is taken "in view of the entire removal of the cir- 
cumstances which were thought to justify the occupa- 
tion. The further presence of the troops is deemed 
unnecessary." The administration is doing all in its 
power to avoid any cause of misunderstanding with 
Mexico, to aid the people to be self-reliant, to work out 
a satisfactory policy of their own and establish a gov- 
ernment. 

... A vast mass meeting of protest against the war 
was held on Boston Common, Boston, Sunday, Septem- 
ber 13. It is estimated that over thirty thousand per- 
sons were in attendance. Mayor James M. Curley pre- 
sided, and proposed resolutions requesting the President 
and Secretary of State to co-operate with representa- 
tives of the South American countries "with a view to 
tendering jointly their good offices in behalf of peace," 
and that these conferees recommend to their respective 
governments "the adoption of an absolute embargo on 
the necessaries of life, to continue until the termination 
of the war." The principal address was made by Hon. 
Samuel J. Elder, the recently elected president of the 
Massachusetts Peace Society. Letters were read from 
Governor Walsh and others, and a cablegram from Car- 
dinal O'Connell at Naples, expressing his interest in the 
object of the meeting and his prayer for a speedy termi- 
nation of the war. Among the speakers were Bishop 
Hamilton, Albert G. Bryant, and Justice M. J. Murray. 
The meeting was arranged by the Boston American, 
and was attended by a large deputation from the Boston 
Central Labor Union. 



The Spirit of Brotherhood. 

A Message from President Wilson. 

My Fellow-Countrymen: I suppose that every 
thoughtful man in America has asked himself during 
these last troubled weeks what influence the European 
war may exert upon the United States, and I take the 
liberty of addressing a few words to you in order to 
point out that it is entirely within our own choice what 
its effects upon us will be and to urge very earnestly 
upon you the sort of speech and conduct which will best 
safeguard the nation against distress and disaster. 

The effect of the war upon the United States will de- 
pend upon what American citizens say and do. Every 
man who really loves America will act and speak in the 
true spirit of neutrality, which is the spirit of impar- 
tiality and fairness and friendliness to all concerned. 
The spirit of the nation in this critical matter will be 
determined largely by what individuals and society and 
those gathered in public meetings do and sayj upon 
what newspapers and magazines contain, upon what 
ministers utter in their pulpits, and men proclaim as 
their opinions on the street. 

The people of the United States are drawn from 
many nations and chiefly from the nations now at war. 
It is natural and inevitable that there should be the ut- 
most variety of sympathy and desire among them with 
regard to the issue and circumstances of the conflict. 
Some will wish one nation, others another, to succeed 
in the momentous struggle. 



It will be easy to excite passion and difficult to allay 
it. Those responsible for exciting it will assume a 
heavy responsibility — responsibility for no less a thing 
than that the people of the United States, whose love 
of their country and whose loyalty to its government 
should unite them as Americans, all bound in honor 
and affection to think first of her and her interests, may 
be divided in camps of hostile opinion, hot against each 
other, involved in the war itself in impulse and opinion 
if not in action. 

Such divisions among us would be fatal to our peace 
of mind and might seriously stand in the way of the 
proper performance of our duty as the one great nation 
at peace, the one people holding itself ready to play a 
part of impartial mediation and speak the counsels of 
peace and accommodation, not as a partisan, but as a 
friend. 

I venture, therefore, my fellow-countrymen, to speak 
a solemn word of warning to you against the deepest, 
most subtle, most essential breach of neutrality which 
may spring out of partisanship, out of passionately 
taking sides. The United States must be neutral in 
fact as well as in name, during these days that are to 
try men's souls. We must be impartial in thought as 
well as in action, must put a curb upon our sentiments 
as well as upon every transaction that might be con- 
strued as a preference of one party to the struggle be- 
fore another. 

My thought is of America. I am speaking, I feel 
sure, the earnest wish and purpose of every thoughtful 
American that this great country of ours, which is, of 
course, the first in our thoughts and in our hearts, 
should show herself in this time of peculiar trial a na- 
tion fit beyond others to exhibit the fine poise of undis- 
turbed judgment, the dignity of self-control, the effi- 
ciency of dispassionate action ; a nation that neither sits 
in judgment upon others nor is disturbed in her own 
councils, and which keeps herself fit and free to do what 
is honest and disinterested and truly serviceable for the 
.peace of the world. 

Shall we not resolve to put upon ourselves the re- 
straints which will bring to our people the happiness 
and the great and lasting influence for peace we covet 
for them? 

August 18, 191.4. 



Responsibility of the American People. 

Hon. Theodore E. Burton, President of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society, on September 12 issued this state- 
ment: 

"The frightful consequences of the present European 
conflict are likely to be beyond the wildest conjecture. 
Never before in the history of the world have such large 
numbers of men and such quantities of armament been 
engaged in mortal combat; never before have such 
deadly machines of warfare been loosed in the destruc- 
tion of man and of property. Many thousands of lives 
are being sacrificed daily, and will continue to be until 
this terrible conflict is stopped. 

"The causes of the war are not hard to understand 
nor difficult to explain. The maintenance of enormous 
military and naval armaments by the nations of Eu- 



